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pie tire af the train (see 


Fireball Train Observed 
Over Israel 


*VERY meteor observer's dream is 
sometime to witness a really great 
fireball, My dream became true on the 
evening of September 26, 1962, at the vil- 
lage where Tam a science teacher, about 
20 kilometers south of Haifa and three 
kilometers from the coast. It was about 


15 minutes after sunset, and IT had gone 


on a short walk to enjoy a fine, perfectly 
cloudless evening. 

At 15:46 Universal time, I was looking 
toward the point where the sun had set, 
when suddenly my attention was caught 
by a burst of light to my left. Turning, I 
saw a great drop of brilliant white light 
descend slowly down the sky, leaving an 
extremely intense sharp train, whose 
brightness swiftly spread backward along 
its length. 

I estimated the duration of fall as three 
seconds, but perhaps it was much less. 
The fireball first appeared 12 or 18 de- 
erees above the horizon ([ could not be 
sure as I was facing in another direction), 
and disappeared at four to five degrees. 
The path was inclineel 70 degrees west- 
ward to the horizon, and the azimuth of 
the point of disappearance was 15 degrees 
west of south, as estimated afterward 
from Polaris. 

This fireball was intermediate in bright- 
ness between Venus and the full moon, 
probably nearer the latter, and its hue 
resembled the white of burning magnesi- 
um ribbon. 

The train was at first intensely white, 
but within seconds it changed into a col- 
umn of very strongly red and orange 
clouds, these tints undoubtedly influen:ed 
by the sunset. The train thickened znd 
slowly became distorted into zigzags. As a 
whole, the train did not drift, but re- 
mained suspended without movement’ in 
the sky. 

Slowly fading and becoming white once 
more, the last scattered clouds of the 
train could be seen until 16:22 — that is, 
36 minutes after the fall. Undoubtedly I 


“" could have traced: it C7208EF. if Thad bad a 
field glass. A, 


f informed the p¥ess and radio, and my 
report was broadcast with the 9 p.m. 
news. From the extensive accounts in the 
hex morning's newspapers, I learned that 
this phenomenon had been witnessed by 
many people throughout Israel. 

Fortun: iicly, one of these observers was 
Nath: an Sadan, in Beersheeba, about 250 
Kilometers south of Haifa. 1 first saw his 
front cover) in 
A ucwspaper, and he kindly supplied a 
priat for SkY AND TELESCOPE. 


ay | ELI METZGER 


tie 2} Rosen St. 


RamatChen (Tel-Aviv) 
Israc! 


_ 2 ee 6b oe 


as 


——— = 


| 
- 
‘ 
\ 


! 
: 
| 


Detachment 3 (European Office ) Bs | 
Foreign Technology Division (ONT, 1962 

UNITED STATES ALR FORGO! 

APO 633, New York, N.Y. 


| - Entry of Unknown Space Object as 
USALRA,.Tel Aviv 


TO: FTD (TD«{B1) 
Wright-Patterson AB, Ohio 


1. CWMBMMMD, Reverence ITIME message (C) 41903X dated 27 Sep 1962. 
Thermolax copy of Operational Immediate message, C-059, received from the 
Air Attache, Tel Aviv, is attached. 


n= ——— 


Re m A preliminary analysis indicates that a meteor or 
decaying artificial space object was apparently consumed prior to ground 
impact. This Detachment has no information or rumor of actual impact of 
an object at that time. Renorts from the Air Attache, Cairo, which couid 
help locate the nadir point, are presently being requested. Any further 
collection will be forwarded. 


3. (UNCLASSIFIED) This correspondence is classified ee SEE since 
it reflects intelligence information, the unauthorized disclosure of 


which could adversely affect the national defense. 


FOR TRE COMMANDER 


1 Atch 
(CONF) Fax cy CCT~36467 


fon te usar 
Chiat Missiles 2, | 


Electronics art vision 


Copy to TD-A2d 


ion ancellad 
cpa: AMeeS) 
i We A2ete--_ a r | DOWNCR AD" a litte } 
NVINGRADED AT 12 YE D 
— = =, : et 
TAA Seid INTERVALS. NOT AUTOMATICALLY 
Peet Meee eo tae ES es ee 
DPR » loc 4 fort +o Fe me yy | DECLASHED, DCD DIR $200.10 | 
Boxe § nace au ee tne 
_ Je C ' , ! hee sia 


“1 : 4 / i ) * . a “ = a ‘ 
a" ‘ aor ; , HP = et. setenis . 
Sw a: 2 P f/f ett Cee, oe 
; / mene ff is j ay wha eee 
a * - 
q - ha i, - 
7 a > =~ F se - ' _ 
: hee i ‘ a Yael = f] i “ 
. — ia Pa oa 
‘ : alee ds et i mad 2 
f r - ee ae 2 l x = ail" m F - 


eee Classification Cancelled Reena to 4 


ees i Wiline 
¥ Lu ye ete 8 


r 
ae 


F. ‘| 
“A a 
vag 
Te 
i 
- 4 ; 
“J. ; 
rl = r ett 
ye e - ol eg ee - eel St at "3 ‘ 
eee r ., eee a = 7 ' Pee he he e ve 
vs ; arya i a ‘is : te. 
7 i : : iW ® r dies * * | en 
a) an ee . ao is ee - be * . 7 ow 
* m el ad) a 5 : 
Sie IRA TEL. aviv. Ba ee ome 
+ rs : car a 2H ey Si Rh TIN q ts a0 
‘ 7 ’ ay : ol ae ia _, = 2 ia 
> : —— a . Vt ‘ 
al "t tre ' j . a : a ‘oh 
: z 0 Ha USAFE LINDSEY As Sek ce. 7 ella TeThE : | 
J foal « i = = : i “ ie a 4 - = i * P 1 
oak ——— | 7) 4 | t_* r er = = a ~ == 
a ae ag ) teks + are Poway ee. ’ =. Tey. 
x. 7 eas - Gr nS : ‘s * ae one ee ee “* << : 
; oy FL YSGP. FT F BELVOIR Lee 
Fr 2 fet ‘ he i" ‘ r . 4 
_ * et =i oe i a? 4 iit r, i ie r ys =" M 
4 i = il yb i é * a" —— il F rhs " ' . = mm = r i." | 
d. idy re oF : AR Cre e; sae ‘one ge 2p o oy 23 e he ae a / 
i oP Be oe t. ao rs ' ie eee fe hoe 4 ? ] 
‘ I __ ; tas ao J 7 he. x cS > oe ee i " =| : hy a. i. s a al a, = 5 . stn A ae sos a 
hal = eS a” ' - ; : . j "% Wa F ~ ig ae th <* oo £ ee i ” - naoin = 4 " os 
J foot: : | are SMa taee Sege be | Lae + ete ’ as fe = Oo 
r He jo in et bs, Sal a a * 
Do My Pee? 2 re 7 ia a & ~% : = ry aR *  - 
é gf ar kag oe rie wee, oii eee, - Z 
% an Seen Cee nok I nena * eh 
r v, | ee TUES ay eee ey 50s ef Gt 
ee le OT ms 7 et Fe Zs | “rt e na a a a 
ad . “Se ale all ee Te =i} x F <i | a or “Tt 
© of i 5. Pitas areal ac 49 Sat 3 OE Zo De at 4 , 
a i =F : is 
a - . Fal Re At i. 
a ‘41905 AND MY. C 056. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION Ones) | 
3 +s 4 i 
Pol * 
ha 4 
* al 


BIGuT ING: BY Aira. “Locarion’ FORST Ol OBSERVED FROM 321 DEGREES a aiwutes “Ee 


oe 


pet DEGREES O7 MINGTES 30 SECONDS NORTH 3h DEGREES 51 


eS . nee rt 


a“ 


eons poe MINUTES EAST. TIME OF FIRST. SIGHTING: WAS:25442: ‘AND TIME CF at AT” 
ete emecath, SS ITION 16152. VAPOR TRAIL: WAS VISIBLE UNTIL APPROX $6177. 4 
Caer oe FIRST SIGHTING WAS APPROX 50 DEGREES ABOVE HORIZOW WITH. * : 


: “9s F “ : 


a 
om 


- rs 


are we O89 
' . 


roy 


; bi SLIGHTLY. ARCED. pees TOWARD EAST AT OVERALL ANGLE OF 18 DEGREES Aa : 
: iy plow VERTICAL. DESCENT APPEARED AS WHITE FALLING STAR. TO APPROX 35 
; SDEGREES ABOVE HORIZON, CHANGING TO GREENISH BLUE AND DESCINDING.. To oe 


PROX .25' DEGREES. ABOVE HORIZON; CHARGING TO ORANGE! Fikegat ata | 


al id 
Oe .e as aes C- ay 


rect DESCENDING TO HOR 1ZO! {TOTAL - LAPSED TIME OF” DESCENT vas. Seon or i 


3 
J _ * 
_— = 


ECON 2 DIRECTION | WAS” Merman 190, DEGREES FROM OBSERVER AND: TAAL aee | | 
nr ‘THROUGHOUT TIME AIRA - eee ae thd 4 || 


fous DRIVING: TO 2ND: POSLTION.: 3 OTHER PERSONNEL IN CAR OBSER ore 
at “EYERT 18. SAME. MANNER. WEATHER | JAS CLEAR, VISIBILITY UNLIMETED ARD 
< #0 RPT NO SOUNDS WERE HEARD, TRAIL: THAT FOLLOWED EVENT. LEFT aye i fa. 


eee CIL“LINE VAPOR FOR UPPER HALF OF VISIBLE, TRAJECTORY BROADENING, 
peo OF As i THICK - VAPOR TRAIL, APPROX +25. DEGREES ABOVE MORIZOH, 4837 


ee ae ee 


PST ig. iS ir TAG Te Dye pas 4 if PT: DI B ROT. S&E | RAENGr x ROR BURY <7 DESCENY ih 

ee ae ae. * ie "sha arene aim | ave — peony. ~~ orEEP ae a . ‘ i 

| SBE RUT SLeHTED TRAIL, APPROX. ASA6Z, BETIEEM 33492 AND spe HE. cee 
Bie &€ aise ers Hot WIS ea. Pn 


“HOME A AT 32 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 10 SECONDS NORTH, 34 DEGREES. AG | 

_MIMUTES 55 SECONDS EAST. DESPITE FACT! THAT SKY WAS BECCHING QUITE DAR 
| PHOTOGRAPHS TURNED OUT wELL AND CLEARLY SHOW ANGLE OF DESCENT TOBE” : | 
OMLY 18 DEGREES OFF VERTICAL. PHOTOS TO BE FORWARDED BY IR. FROM 


a. — — —s um = a 


“MIS POINT OF OBSERVATION DIRECTION AGAIN WAS APPROX 190 DEGREES ane a 


= 
m4 
- 


AXIMUTH OF THE TOP OF THE TRAIL APPROX AS REPORTED ABOVE. “PICTURES 
CONF IRM AIRA’S OBSERVATION THAT UPPER HALF OF TRAIL. DISPERSED... <-- 
FAIRLY RAPIDLY BECAUSE OF WIND VELOCITY AND WIND SHEAR BUT.LOWER. ans 3 
OF TRAJECTORY REMAINED FAIRLY CONSTANT THROUGHOUT TIME TRAIL: WAS Ry. % 
_NISIBLE. P PRESS REPORTS AN ISRAEL REVEAL THAT THIS PEHNOMENON ‘OBSERVEE 


TEACHER, M Meso 1S MEMBER OF som a % ene es cn : 
4 Cate ASTRONOMERS SOCIETY IN JERUSALEM. AND AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
“4 mae 


ol. ae “eer ee ce 


OF PENNSYLVANIA REPORTED HE SAW FROM A POINT NEAR HAIFA: A eer 
 BobY aT 5: 45 PM FALL SLOWLY, AN sunt SOUTH WESTERLY. Dike D 


ape Fe} 


| . 
bs ‘eke, 
Asie” 3 ee! all 


oF Teter That REMAINED FOUR 40. mANUTES HE Tour was B af 5 
“ “ENGINEER. WATCH 


“ Leat: AT A “DISTANCE fF "30 RILOMETERS™, IT BURNED A BLUISH Wi 1E ANDES eg 


LEFT. A TRAIL OF SMOKE VISIBLE FOR 50 MINUTES..-PHENOMENON a ia AN: 
“DESCRIBED AS A FIREBALL BY PRO YA ACOV BENTOR, DIRECTOR OF ¢ 9° ius 


© hemes 


DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. HE EXPLAINED TO REPOR ERS 


oo ee Pr ae a soa 


i iou oTnat ATSWAS" a PAECE-OF- COSMIC METAL OR STONE ATTRACTED BY THE EARTH ois 
GRAVITY.) LK GENERAL THESE. REPORTS TEKD TO CONF 1 RM. OBSERVATIONS *A Pes 


REPORTED BY THIS OFFICE ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MORE SPURIOUS. peti 
ete WHO THINK THAT THEY SAW PHENOMENCN GOING UP. RATHER/ THAN COMING 


© DOWN, » THAT PHENOMENON WAS. ROCKET. ‘LAUNCHED FROM JORDAN, ROCKET. et D 


ae ew ke a 


FROM SAUDI ARABIA, ETC. IRA, 100. PERCENT POSITIVE: AND P PycrunES aon 


ce al tin a : zi z : z 

£ i Py ce “ we we 

# 4. a a eR, te . 

a F ' c a - F ® 
’ ris “ “7 A ars 

a 1 ' : 
- \ 
/ , ie 


. 
s 
an 


Re » 
- 5 
A ad 
- 


See es ee et oy 
\ i we a: ee : : F 
. s' Tz = x 
ep oe Oat va ¢ *S. ‘?e 1 . 
+ ¥ a ; 
a 


i hoo 
a 
ry 7 


7 te 4 


fa. Eres 
2 a- of. 


aie 


oes AOE SES fo ayy te 
+ pe igs = ix 
aay _ - ; . we Ais". ~ a = 


_a Cd 
5 i 


~ ‘ "2 ES ae eo tag oe a 
om — ie re a = sj 


[* . z — = “ or _ ms « oe 
: =” ‘ , ij eo 4 od Ls — By : ms - P F P : . i - : ; 
Se nee ee oh ees paged — i a > ee bts eg. Se = ee Ps ome ot oe EP gb he ea ae BS 


 . 1 
eee 


- " “2 = , \ i 
° i z 
i | ‘i ’ = _. 1 a 
« r iol 9 J ir, bl = - 
, ‘ 5 i j : : : 1 7 ' 
; a in rs ‘ 7 : 4 4 
4 a / x F J i * 
7 » i : gli ¥ 2 
' " x 
] oe = . of be ye 
‘ ‘ J ‘ Fail 1 = a 
} : , > 2 . ; s®* 
= & . | i 
J eat ' 7 fl e a = . "I ’ 
1 iL. # - | 7 ‘ ol a i. ‘ 1 = 
J f z Li? ae | : = L ‘a i L. 
! F ’ - is 7: r qs a 1 ss : 
i . = . i 
> Bi a ‘ . 
| 


7 ri . _o- . - rl . ¥ " = a = ai i. \ = “i” "F" if ' * b , . % 7 . = P ; te + 4 Mi ‘wl - F 
i . . i i A > ‘ re 1 * 


_ oe - 7 aa » Webel vil 
io ~ % Rae: 7 L ad ‘ 
. * eo i@ a | | 
i ' . a oe oe 
: 4. - 
i 
? 


| a 

i 

‘ od Te - % ‘ rh, bs 
a i, ua = . 
- oe rw 
* rT ii; 
|e 95 7 i 
| ce - : . M ? gw J . ? te : i In 
Rag ata eg a 
kd Mena et SL SALE MS th 
As ‘ gl * La. : 4 . a 
i! — F ~ oe ar = * 1 rir ae j r 
ft ome ia theese ‘ c meee te me ak eG —* -_ : ~ : 
; a ae ‘ Rages ee fe ¥} te Poany Ae A oe 
‘ : , =: fi 4 | ee ; fs . i 
| he tus ‘ * _ eee a re = iy 7 a et ae ie ; 
a — -_ ‘Ealah on ae Le! Paty phone okie 73": xis j= chee. ¥ Ry. i mr 
re Pe.’ 7 Ma, ed 4 i 4 a 3” -. by ol i. . Ths Fate Dad 
So0 ft, aos eT te apa ow ton ie. ete. Aite* Fea’ ) nyt cue 

| | = ie. ag Be ao" « te Li* * va 4 7 

, P alti aretiet ly Micsag "a y Re TF ag r. ’ i. eh a 

: “ Of: A. en Ly" ‘a HIN U ' aN Ah REPO ets my SI WEE 

: : RES} te “3 ca #3 - on A — rd E 


| Ene sae oT YT c1SRIELE TERS tTORY. BUT THAT DES 


| noe ey Ete ABE EIE = ruts. £ Eve: 
: a, =a ete Se > Ams hte e 
; seat ep | Seger ie. 9 ee ms, 
* — 
f a = f ‘ . ® = . =, i * F ee 
To ni fc MPS e ML On Be “safe Se: % CS ¢ BS sty 
ED ANY SONS SS SA ne en eae 
- . —* 


Pad 
* 


ee eee “* Sree, to "alee a 


‘ ! a. Pa 4 


ss 


a i 


‘.* 
 ——oo-_ 


, 
J 
7] 
» 
= 
s 
' 
i 
i 
. : 


5 
= 
3 
. 
F 
— 
3 
4, 
ees aS ay Pee! Ya 


ct 


ete 
= 3 
A | 
i 
= 
@ 


+) es ae (per ep = ws wee 


“se eo ed re ial + 
h 


a 
ii 
7. 


SicOMING 1 TELEGRAM fat stad a ee 


at 
A i 
* 


F UNGLASS ILS 


. | Ah \ aeoet entre 21659 
AF IN : 22611 (28 Sep 62) L/dsk ' Rec'd: September-27, 1962 


TSA ; , 2: 28 PeMa 
FROM: Port Said . 
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Action 


info 

“< TO: Secretary of State 

NEA 

Pp NO: 7, September 27, 3 p.m. 

US LA | : Pe ) 

' NSC We os | Pee Es gh, 

INR FOR SSA 

CLA | e | 

NSA Re CW 9986, lumincus object sighted by Consulate member | 
OSD near Port Said September 26 1600 hours GMT. Flaming | 
ARMY obj ect travelling southeast to north trailing white smoke | 
Py at approximate 81,000 feet. Object fell into Mediterranean 

a 


NASA seat north Port Fuad, Object not recovered but smoke visible 
RMR for five ninutes after ‘descent, Airgram report follows. 
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